Governor Justice,
We are writing to urge you to veto Senate Bill 334.

At your press conference Monday, when asked if you had concerns about SB 334, you stated that
you believed that “everyone came together” to develop something with a “good scientific
balance” that will “aid and help the public in every way.”

Governor, you have been misinformed.

SB 334 does not strike a balance. This legislation will all but eradicate syringe service programs
in West Virginia. Senate Bill 334 would require syringe service programs to operate in a manner
in direct contravention of CDC guidance, guidance which is based on 30 years of peer-reviewed
science.

SB 334 is premised on fear and stigma. West Virginians need leadership grounded in
compassion and science.

We write to you as doctors, nurses, pharmacists, physician assistants, aides, psychologists, social
workers, counselors, recovery coaches, advocates, and researchers. We come from every corner
of the healthcare field. But we also write to you as West Virginians.

By requiring city councils and county commissions to write a statement of support in order for a
syringe service program to exist, the state is putting critical public health decisions in the hands
of elected politicians. It is no secret that syringe service distribution and harm reduction are
controversial topics in the state right now. Requiring elected officials to put their name on a
“stamp of approval” for syringe service programs in their communities is effectively sentencing
almost all of these life-saving programs to die.

Even if a few harm reduction programs were able to remain standing after the passage of this
bill, the requirement of a West Virginia ID is a barrier that many participants, who are vulnerable
and may be unhoused, will be unable to meet. The requirement serves no other purpose than to
keep people from accessing life-saving services. It is cruel and unconscionable.

What we will see is that when syringe service programs disappear, so too does a key conduit to
other life-affirming services, including HIV testing, naloxone, referrals to support and recovery,
and education on healthy practices. Harm reduction saves lives.

West Virginia has been seen as a model nationwide for our rollout of the COVID-19 vaccine and
our response to the pandemic. You wisely listened to public health professionals and the CDC
when leading the state on these issues.

This is no less a public health crisis. People in this state are dying from HIV and other
bloodborne diseases transmitted by injection drug use. Many, many, more will die if this cruel
legislation is enacted into law. As you may know, when former Vice President Pence was



governor in Indiana, his anti-harm reduction policies led directly to an HIV outbreak that
affected more than 230 people in a small, rural town of 4,000. He had to reverse course and issue
an emergency order to provide for sterile syringe distribution.

If this goes into law, you will no doubt be in the same position. Just as the CDC tells us that
wearing a mask will protect both ourselves and our neighbors, it tells us that low barrier,
evidence-based harm reduction programs save lives. We know you believe in science and that
you care for the health of every Mountaineer. Veto this bill.

Sincerely,

Dr. Kathryn Adams, FamilyCare Health Center Psychologist
Rose Ayoob, CAMC Physician
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Michael Brumage, MD
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Jan Gentry, WV Restore Program for Nurses, Registered Nurse
Michele Goldman, Registered Nurse (Retired)

Dana Friend, WVU, Nurse

Donna Rae Hixenbaugh, Registered Nurse
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Carolyn Kidd, WVU Registered Nurse
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Debra Beatty, Clinical Social Worker (Retired)
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Kelley Rose, DV Shelter Case Manager

Davi S., WVU Center for Excellence in Disabilities
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Rev. Richard B. Waller, Retired elementary teacher, UMC minister, social worker
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Michael Leon Helm, Ascension Recovery Services Peer Recovery Coach
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Tiffany McGee, Ascension Recovery Services Peer Recovery Counselor

Mark McKeehan, WVFSRS Peer Recovery Support Specialist

George Moses, Morgantown Counseling Center Licensed Counselor

Susie Mullens, Mullens Advocacy & Psychological Services, Licensed Psychologist, LPC,
Addiction Counselor

Patrick Norris, Memorial Hospital and Healthcare Center Practice Manager

Tiffany Palmer, Ascension Recovery Services Peer Recovery Coach

Victoria Parker, Fire Fighter - Paramedic

Tim Payne, WVFSRS Director of Shirley Temple Recovery Homes

Jessica Peer, Cumberland Covenant House Medical Administrator

Nicole C. Perdue, Community Recovery Coach

Alexis Pleus, Truth Pharm Executive Director CBO

Katie Quifionez, Women’s Health Center Executive Director

Courtney Reher, Urgent Care Receptionist

Katie Robinson, Charleston Area Medical Center Medical Student

Nicole Robertson, Program Coordinator for Juvenile Opioid Treatment Intervention and
Prevention Program

Tami Rodriguez, US Public Health Service Pharmacist

Patricia Rogers, Body to Brain Therapy Diplomate CranioSacral Therapist

Juliana Royse, WVU Medicine Registered Dietitian & Diabetes Educator

Mindy Salango, WVUH Program Manager

Heather R. Shaw, WVFSRS Peer Recovery Support Specialist

Mia Shilobod, Wedgewood Family Practice Physician Assistant

Bridgett Simons, WVFSRS Recovery Coach

Samantha Sisk-Kerns, Berkeley County Day Report Center, Case manager for Adult Drug Court
Katie Slaughter, Southern Highlands Community Medical Center Recovery Coach
Stephen Smith, Cabin Creek Health Systems Mutual Aid Director

Mary Ann Spears, Licensed Professional Counselor and Master Addictions Counselor (Retired)
Jocelyn Stokes, WVU Medicine Pyschologist

Travis Stone, WV Family Support and Rehabilitation Services Peer Recovery Support Specialist
Stephanie Stout, Berkeley County Recovery Resource Center, Coordinator for Treatment
Referrals and PRSS

Lisha Tignor, Kanawha County School Psychologist

Hunter Trivett, Full Circle Healing Center Recovery Coach

Allyson Ugland, JW Ruby Memorial Hospital, Clinical Associate/WVU Medical Student
Lois Vance, Care Manager, addiction clinic

Scott Vance, Family Support Rehabilitation Services Recovery Coach

Christina Veselak, Academy for Addiction and mental Health, Recovery coach, relapse
prevention specialist, addiction treatment educator

Krista White, Peer Recovery Support Specialist

Brandon H. Whitehouse, Southern Highlands Community Mental Health Center/Concord
University Collegiate Recovery Coach

Kandi Workman, Recovery Coach

Ahmed Zanabli, WVU School of Medicine Student and Researcher

Tina, Peer Recovery Support Specialist



Kendra Barker, NP Education

Janet Benders, Teacher (Retired)

Malayna Bernstein, WVU

Andy Bird, Educator

Seam Brown, WVU

Barbara Edens, Teacher (Retired)

Marybeth Grove, Audiologist and Teacher
Chris Haddox

Jesse Heady

Vivian M Hodges, Marshall University

Lawson Koeppel, Appalachian Harm Reduction Coalition Health Educator
Karen Marie Krause, WVU Associate Professor
Jeanne Lemasters, Teacher (Retired)

Ashley Lewis, BridgeValley CTC

Kristen Lillvis, Marshall University

Maura McLaughlin, WVU

Sarah Owen, WV U Extension Service

Penelope Patton, Teacher (Retired)

Robin Pollini, WVU Associate Professor
Nancy Shapero, Vocational Consultant

Audra Slocum, WVU

Frankie Tack, WVU Professor, Addiction Studies
Wes Thomas, WV U, Health Educator

Christine Titus, WVU, Healthcare Educator

Rabbi Victor Urecki

Rev. Sarah E. Allen, Middlebourne UMC

Rev. Kerry William Bart, Lakeview UMC

Rev. Darick Biondi, Reynolds Memorial and Chesapeake United Methodist Churches
Rev. Cindy Briggs-Biondi, St. Marks United Methodist Church

Rev. Deborah Coble, WV Conference of the United Methodist Church

Rev. Cheryl George, Main Street UM Church

Rev. W. Scott Ingleton

Thom Keely, Senior Chief, USN, Chaplain, Louis A Johnson VAMC, Elder UMCoWYV (Retired)
Rev. Vernon McNear, Pastor, Certified Chaplain, Educator (Retired)

Rev. Paula Napier, New Haven UMC

Rev. Kayla Parker, New River Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, Beckley

Rev. Christopher Scott, Winfield United Methodist Church

Rev. Clare Sulgit, United Methodist Church

Rev. Jordan Trumble, Christ Episcopal Church

Rev. Caitlin Ware, WV Wesleyan College

Rev. Joe Webb, United Methodist Church

Rev. Jenny Williams, Avery United Methodist Church

Rev. Krysta Rexrode Wolfe, United Methodist Church



Mary Carpenter, Marshall University Fellowship Advisor

Michelle Chidester, WVU Researcher

Seth DiStefano, WVCBP Policy Outreach Director

Ryan Fieldman, WV Coalition to End Homelessness Outreach Worker
Nicholas Haas, WVU Biology Lab Manager

Erin Hudnall, WVU Researcher

Stacy Kay, Workforce WV, Research and Analysis

Caroline Keicher, NRDC Advocate

Sara Loughney, WVU University Relations Advocate

Elaine McMillion Sheldon, Filmmaker of Heroin(e) and Recovery Boys
Rayna Momen, WVU Researcher

Sean O’Leary, WVCBP Policy Analyst

Allyson Petry, Nazareth Farm, Doddridge County, Executive Director

Lill Prosperino, National Harm Reduction Coalition, Harm Reductionist
Heather Schneider, Community Organizer

Leslie Shockey, NHEG-Ascension Recovery Services Advocate

Sarah Sisson, Public Health Student

Cassidy Thompson, WV Coalition to End Homelessness Outreach Specialist
Gayla VanHorm, Winfield United Methodist Child, Youth, and Family Outreach Coordinator
Julianne Yacovone, WVAHC Advocate

Maria Allen

Joey Aloi

Rafael Barker
Kathleen Beck
John Bolt
Margaret Bolt
Klancey Burford
Janice Cary

Justin Clarke
Cassidy Copley
Chad Cordell
Jonathan Coulter
Teresa Cunningham
Barbara Dailey
Courtney Dowell
Samantha Facemire
Elizabeth Forester
Chuck Fritsch
Roger Glass
Emily Halen
Stephanie Hall
Lauren Hatcher
Sarah Hoblitzell
Wes Holden



Gabriel Jones
Monique Lips
Amanda Leslie
Kayli Mann
Debbie McComas
Amanda McDaniel
Sarah McGlumphy
Scott McMillian
Sophia Mills
Krista Mitchell
Janel Mudry
Jeremy D. Presar
Carrie Samuels
Kathleen Stoll
Anne L Stroud
Cassandra Taylor
Charlee Tidrick
David J. Wells
Alan White

Sarah Wilmoth
Sara N. Whitaker
Rose Winland
Nina Zakas
Shane Zollner

cc: Dr. Clay Marsh
Commissioner Ayne Amjad



